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PPet Waste Management 

When pet waste is improperly disposed of, it can be picked up by stormwater runoff 
and washed into stormdrains or nearby waterbodies. Since stormdrains do not always 
connect to treatment facilities, untreated animal feces often end up in lakes and 
streams, causing significant water pollution.  

Decaying pet waste consumes oxygen and sometimes releases ammonia. Low oxygen 
levels and ammonia can damage the health of fish and other aquatic life. Pet waste 
carries bacteria, viruses, and parasites that can threaten the health of humans and 
wildlife. Pet waste also contains nutrients that promote weed and algae growth 
(eutrophication). Cloudy and green, Eutrophic water makes swimming and recreation 
unappealing or even unhealthy.  

Tips 

Always pick up after your pooch and properly dispose of the waste in a designated 
animal waste container or in a regular trash can.   

Cat feces should never be disposed of in the toilet.  Wastewater Treatment Plants are 
not designed to kill bacteria that can be found in cat feces.  Dispose of kitty litter 
waste in the regular trash. 

BBenefits  

Pet waste management results in cleaner neighborhoods, with improved aesthetics and 
better water quality. Reducing pet waste reduces an important source of water-
polluting nutrients. 

 

 


